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First test on the
sizzling, do-it-all
rager.

amaha®s new WHS00ZE has got

the look. It's mean, racey and
hard edged, with & Star Wars ale-
gance that approaches workslika
With the addition of this |:r|.|;.l_ by,
Yamaha's off-road lineup iz now
complete, And like any Cpen-clazg
machine, Yamaha's new entry into
the big-gun, do-it-all market is not
targeted at the meek. While the
engine remains the same basie five-
gpend, sir-cooled 490ce version that
wir'vie been aeelng einee the early
19808, the chaszia now has similar
geometry to the YZ250 aa well as

'IF fit our test bike with thelr YZ-F “I'-DF}'
fo make the machine EPA-legal and beffer

sharing the same disc brakes and
swingarm, In addition, the machine
is equipped with even better suspen-
zion than the latest WHRE5D,
Yamaha's goal was to offer a sim-
ply designed Open-class bike lTor
public consumption that i free of
radiators, fun to ride, powerful, easy
to maintain, handles like a works
bike and offers the advantage of a
proven, refined engine design. It
was designed to be o desert racer,
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YAMAHA WRS00ZB

RAGKLE AND PUMP

k arrestor and hand guards
to hande the tight stuff.

hare scrambles weapon and
molocross tool. In some ways the
factory aceomplished its goals
rather handily, while in others the
new Yamaha WREOOZE is pretty
muoch the same old air hammar with
a new pair of shoes

GOIN' DANCIN'

The really good news iz that Yama-
ha fit the WRS00 with truly excel-
lent suspension, We're talking about

Whan you hava lo manhandle the big
bulbous. On any seciion (sspecialy
B f any i1 {especially
wphills), where you're forced fo slow
down, maneuver amd régain your
omenium, the Yamaha is fough o
work with. The power is a Bt gurgly;: it
ghillte very hard and refuses o be over-
revved and coaxed into gear.

a major improvement over both the
WR250 and YZ250's KYB fork,
Sinee the WRH00's production
schedule was later, Yamaha had
miore tima o test new combinations,
opting to can the "91 YZ'WEH fork
|which has both compression and
rebound adjusters on top! in favor of
a simplified design that mimics the
Eawnsaln KX's front hardware, The
WER haz an air bleed and rebound
damping adjustment located up top
and compression on the bottom. The
wvalving stack and spring rates are
aitmed at plushness, yet offer
enough leewsy to let you add com-
pression and stiffen up the front
end enough to perform well on a
motocross couree, For ofl-road wee
we aet the front compression clicker
at 10 out, and it offered & smooth
ride that didn't deflect or offer

Yamaha created their WRSDD fo be an

Open-class, do-il-ail . Good

KVE suspansion, a radieally improved

Mmdﬂ_@ dmmmnmmrm

p:mrmku ‘5 o Tom
Tossod the W

around during
degert fasling.
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The WR's boost botlle is shl idden
wnder the alr ahrowd that directs & cool
air Now o the finned cylinder. The tank
looks but it’s wice al the front

and lakes some gatting wused io.

For the 160- fo 170-pound rider, the WH's sugpenaion is wonderful. Former Natlonal
glar John Hately Ioved he machine and cowld take it over the monsier jump without
fear. He claimed that it spaked wp landings betior than his YZ250.
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We shelved he siock handiehar and (f Answer's fallest Alumilite bar onie the
fuaching. This modification helped drarmalically when shiflfng from =iffing fo standing.

hareh spots in rocky torrain.

The shock aystem is aniguely
Yamaha. A KYE damper mounts to
thi: lowest hanging linkage on the
market. Yamaha recommends set
ting the rider sag at 97mm { natural
I¥ that's with the pilot mounted,
peared up and positioned in the cor-
nering stance). With test pilot Tim
Telford (165 poundsl, this meant
cranking mm the spring considerahly
0 that the WHR had absolutely no
free zag isag obtained by pushing
down on the unmounted bike's rear
end and letting it return). Normally,
we like the bike to have at leas
Gmm of free eag and profer 10mm
In the sag-free state the WH's rear
end reacted too [ast to ofl-road input
and responded by kicking, hopping
of glapping vielently on amaller
high-zpeed impacts. Put simply: i
diﬁ::'t like to follow the terrain, We
backed off the rear spring until we
got & little bake sag, and this resull-
ed inoan immediate lmprovement.

Tha WRAH00 works well in & varis
ety of off-road conditions. Both sgs-
pension ends feel progressive and
resporid well to gnorly G-loads and

jumps, withoot sending tingling

aftershocks back to the rider in
rocky terrain. No worries here, it's
the best Yamaha suspension we've
used 1 years. What s grim 15 the
amount of effort needed to ride the
WH hard, especially when the fer-
rain gets tight, nasty or sandy. The
bike feels big and heavy, and it will
get yvour arms burning and send
wour lungs inte full expansion mode
when you hammer through a first-
or second-gear sand wazsh

LOW-SPEED TURMOIL
Several glitches reared ther ugly
heads at this time. First is the
welght {on the fhrt Kider scale the
WHHID hit 246 pounds, free of fuel!s,
which feels high and makes for a
machine that doeen't mind high-
gpeed manuvevers but resists chop-
ping the throttle and nosing the
fromt end 1n between & pateh of
rocks in a 10-mph canvon. The
WRE0D likes speed (which effective-
I¥ reduces the weighty feel). but
when ridden Ih:l'IJI.I.Hh I:I.E;hr. endars
terrain it must be piloted aggres-
sively, You've got to be hard on the
throttle and cluteh, use your body to
fight off the WR's top-heavy feel and
uzse the engmine response to correct
any drop in attitude, It's a lot af
work and hard on the pilot

The hike iz alse overgeared for
tight terrain, First gear is accepl-
able for saves and atarts, but sscond
gear is really tall and spaced too far
from first. The initial engine

The stamoard ED-11 frovl B Cilef L
tire is supert. We added a YZ2-R/Acerbis
aisc profecior o ward off rotor abuse,



The WA shines in high-speed desert

response {8 a little hoggy and
doesn't cater to large doses of threot-
the unkess you have a emooth clubeh
hand to feed in some soothing man-
ageability. We fixed this problem by
installing a ono-tooth-larger rear
SideWinder sprockel. An increase of
o tooth on a 500 sounds ingignifi-
cant, but it rendered second gear
usnble m most nasty situatiomns.
Onee vou have o little momen-
tum geang, the WH starts to be fun.
Big hill elimhs get smoked when
vou're working the upper limite of
gecond and third gear, and any
whooped-out straights are eaten
alive. In the California desert, the
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applications. N's rnl an effective motor
midrange-lo-lep rpm, smooth suspension and it feals

psg hoavy af sposd.

WERSM 2 a natural simply becanse
thiz spesds are fairly high the sus-
pension likes abuse and the bike
womn't leave you caught in the dread-
ed first- and second-gear dead zone
with the stock gearing. There lan't
an Open-clags bike made that has a
maore usable midrange rip, and the
WH's upper pull is nothing short of
amazing. In ita element, the Yama-
ha 15 wabeatable in the motor
deparimaent.

Jetting is critical on this beast.
We ran o 420 main and a 4.0 slide
with the needle clip positioned twa
slotz from the top. This setup
worked well for 3000-foot alovation

MR Fa CldDd

and lotg of tight endure work BPrifi-
kled with the eceagional big hill
climb and high-speed straight,

Bhifting is ancther concern with
the WR. It's not great. In fact, at's
baraly average, requiring & hoavy toe
to nudge it from eog to eog. The hike
refuses to be overrevved. Shift soon.
shift quick and you'll be happy:

FIT AND FEEL
The WRAHO0's ergos are & bit
gtrange. It sits nice and low, the
new gas tank starts off skinny and
unfolds inte an old-KTM-like Teg-
spreader, Lhe I'1|-u-'l.|.|1'|_.=..-. are well
placed, albeit mounted high on the
frame, and the handlebar iz very
low. This means that if you're 5-foat-
9 the bike feela wonderful, bat if
you're any larger, the handlebar will
fee] fine when you're sitting but like
two pencils mounted to the triple
clamps while I\-nu'n' up and scan-
ning the horizon, We immediately
alipped on a pair of taller Answer
Alumilites to guist the sniveling.
Sinee the tank holds just under 3.5
gallons the bike's range is fine for
long loops

The large fuel cell 1sn't bothersome
unlezs vou're sitting on the gas cap
negatiating some awkward corner,
and the resl of the controls are well
placed and comfy. We felt that the
clutch pull was oo stiff, although the
spring in the round slide 58mm Miku-
ni affered little resistance, The front
brake iz adjustable, progressive and
strong,. Yamaha engineersd two hand-
holds inside the rear fender which are
excellent for manhandling the
machine onto a stand. The rear brake
is glso strong, not too sensitive, and
tha pedal height is perfoct

Good marks for the sidestand; If works

well. The sftock B ED-12 reay
worked okay, bul we instalfed an USE
witich infermediate fe sandy
condilions beffer. We chose a one-
tooth-larger SideWinder rear aprockel
that closed up o nasty gap betweon
first and second gear. YPAD's ¥Z-R
chain guide strengthener is a mest!



DETAILS

The bike has good zerk Attings in
the rear linkage, and a quick jab
with the grease gun ifrees up any
stickiness in soconds. Also, there's
an excellent O-ring chaon mounted
up to the steel sprocketa. We
remarved the rear steel unit since we
have very little mud in California
and replaced it with an aluminum
SideWinder grooved sprocket in an
attempt to shave some girth and
dinl in the vast spread between first
and #econd gear, We lost some top
end and a little weight, but it was
worth it

A sano eteel kickstand bolts
directly to the swingarm and works
perfectly. Again, it a heavy item
and it does add some tonnage to the
package. Still, it performes well, folds
up cleanly and dogsn't hop when
yoil get in whoops. The swingarm is
ons of those tupered, factory-looking
alffairs, complete with =nail cam
adjusters for the chan and a sealed,
rounded end for the arm itself. Its
odd looking but trck.

Ohar bike came with plastic hand
guards, o bolt-on apark arrestor and
a chain guide strengthenar, all cour-
tesy of the aftermarket people from
Yamaha. Acerbis build=s the hand
pusards, Answor supplies the spark

Tiim Tedfovd airs oul the W over 8 nasty
rock pite. This is where the bike excels.
The suspension is progressive and sofl
anough to up the biowws without
e . High-mounted

footpegs and a hurmlmmmffhrh
JWMWWW
Afyone over Six feal

gtopper and DeVoel packs the
stergids for the chain guide—they're
all pxeellent.

The stock rear tire, an ED-12
made by Bridgestone, works prtty
well on hardpack and semiloamy
dirt, but 1t's only average in sand
and mud, We popped on & Bridgey
M58 intermaedinte tire and felt an
immediate improvement in the

OPINIONS




bike's ability to hook up, brake and
hill climb, Naturally, we ride in a lot
of sand with oecazional stones and
hardpack thrown in, and the M52
works for ws, When we changed the
tire wa found twao rim locks in the
rear wheel which made the tire
change a hassle. We removed one
Ik and never suffered from tube
spinmage. Bridgestone supplied the
front tire, an ED-11, which we con-
gider to be the best do-it-all rubber
on the market.

STUCK IN THE MIDDLE

It may sound like we sniveled heavily
about the WRH0('s inability to han-
dle endure obstacles and, admittedly,

Yamaha's add-on spark arrestor bolls
on aasily and doesn't afiffe the power,
Good handholds are buillt right inta the
rear fender.

Aj' isr my el redes om Che WR, T sk
irnrned! Thae mator pin

¢ Lhi hest
b vl T pn




The new WR frame is similar fo the 250's, yﬂia#tud.l‘haﬂ-m I".“dfﬂ!.lun.l
Bridgestone fires.

g fank, an 18-inch rear whee! and

wit did, The bottom line is that the
bike ig heavy, the gear spacing is
bizarre and the lw-end performance
18 marginal. Of course, there isn't
anather S00ce machine made that
performs any betlor, since all of the
Cirrent molocrogsers jare ﬂ]|a|pped
with high-horsepower, quick-rivving,

TEGHNICALLY

Yumnhn haz o history of taking
exiating partz and, after & little
swile |1I|:|.|;_ and swi 11:!:-:ng creating
different moloreveles that Gl other
needs quite well. Such is the case
with the WRHHIZB, which iz basi-
cally a conglomeration of the proven
air-cooled Y2490 power plant amd
latest-generation YZ250 rolling
chagsis,

MAKEMODEL
FRICE
WAHRANTY

Yamaha Wi
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EMNGINE ENHANCEMENTS

With roots traceable to the ¥Z360 or
even the RT1-MX, the basic YZ490
engine has been around for over &
decade. However, there are several
itemns that differentiate the WRAYa
mator from the old YZ480'E. In order
to better meet off-road riding
requirements, the WR's 38mm
Mikuni iz actunlly 2mm smaller
than the carb on the Y&, The modifi-
cation also provides better throitle
response and low-end power, Com-

almost-berserk power characteristics
when they're applied to this tyvpe of
terrain, And if versatility is your
goal, all of them are suspended too
atilfly and ||'.'|*r|i=u:|:||:u'|.:| l"n:|m|_|'r|re|:| Lis
the competition the WRADD kicks
butl, despite its weaknesses. While
the bike is basically a closed-course

SPEAKING—YAMAHA WRS00ZB

preasion has besn reduced slightly,
with a reshaped combustion cham-
ber that is rated al 6.7:1 instead of
6.2:1, This mod was also aimed &t
aliminating pingng.

Those changes, along with a light
ing eoil-equipped ignition and stecl
motor mount plates to quell vibra-
tion constitute the sole modifica-
tiona to the 487cc mill. After expen
menting with different gearboxes,
Yamaha decided to leave the ratios
ond clutch unchanged, but they did
hlesz 1t with an ensier- r.|'|:|i. Mnew-
atyle eluteh enble.

EM(GINE TYPE

LLIBAESATION

AJA FILTRATION

SHROCKET SELES

Ti ﬂlnﬂhﬂ?ﬁmmﬂuwﬁm
”ﬁ:ﬁm machine iz mo Mcker,
Hdﬂﬂ fiy straight and ue.
are sound (excepl for
cantrols

‘.I"ne
the rlrm. and all of the
smuartly lnid out,

ang

CHASSIS CHANGES

The WR's chrome-moly frame 15 a
far cry from the YZ490%, It quite
updated and features a much
stronger construction than the
490's, though it's not the same as
the WR2GOER's. There's a little legs
rake {281 degrees compared to 28.5
on the 490 the WR260 measures
270 degrees) and more Lrasl (5.0
imches versus 4.8 for both the ald
490 and the new WR2E0), and
there’s more digtance between axles
(583 inches instead of 58.1; 589 for
the WR2601, In addition, the WHS00
gets o removable subframe.

Another bit of modernization is
the Deltabox swingarm, which is
larger and stronger than the 490'
while maintaining the same weight
Thats matehed with a coniempa-
riary L-shaped shock linkage for the
Monocrozs svstem. which results in
A monre pI'IJH'I.'i'h-'HI.\Q' |I'"¢'1_|‘r<'l_m| Tﬂ.r_il:l_
Yamaha insists that the low-hang-
ing lnkape arms aren't valnerable
to rocke or erusher landings.

A roar diec brake is a welcome
improvement over the 4548 drum
Lake the current Y2 binders. the
WH rotor has fewer slots than previ-
ous Y& in order b reduce pad wear
The pads use a new material for a

LHLeRF e s Ty T Bad [T
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The rear brake is progressive and sirong, yel nol overly sensitive. The rear linkage
hangs down low and can be a probiem if you ride ever big boufders or fallen treos.

machine igines its not EPA legall, its
heing touted ag an Open-class bike
with a fleir for the woods and the
desert. We give the WH's suspension
great marks, and for the desert it
gets excellent grades. For nasty

canyons, mcky streams, quick-hitting
uphills and snotty off-cambers it
passes—harely.

Baloncing out these marks ia the
fact that the bike is an excellent
motecroes weapon. Dial in some

mare progressive feel, and the rear
caliper protector is 2Tmm farther
forward tham previows dise-
equipped YZs to better protect the
brake line. The WR500 and 250
employ a slightly smaller-diameter
dise brako vo keep thom away from
rocks and damage.

springs are rated the same as the
YZ250B1's 0,300 unite, Claimod trav-
&l ia ome foot

Like the WR230, the 500 receives
g new KYB shock which has a
128mm {5.08-inch} stroke, 13mm
longor than the YZ2H0WRA.
Combined with the new Monosroes
linkage, that's goeod for 12.2 inches
of claimed wheel trovel, slightly less
than the WE250,

The shock’s washer valve stack
employs a necdle valve to adjust
fluid flow through the center of the
chock shaft. A 48 kg/mm spring is
stoek

ESEAT HEWEHT

FROUMND Gl EARARGE

SUSPENSION UPGRADES REAR
This is where the WER really shines
compared to the YZ490. In front isa
d3mm inverted KYH eartridge fork
with 20-position compresasion and
rebound damping adjustments that
can be accessed from the top of the
legs. There's also o serew-Lype
prefoad adposter,

Though it's externally dentical to
the forks on the latest Yia, the WHs
EYB is fitted with different valving
for plusher off-road action. The stock

Il omoe s with BYE

TRAVE
GOMPAL
HENDLUND PING ALk
PRE WLESTEN
NESEFVCIR
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BITS AND PIECES

Yamaha gave the WRHOD the same
type of bodywork as the smaller
bikes, meaning it gets the extended




Thi ciutch pull 8 foo gilf, so we fubed
ihecnﬂlwﬂhﬂ'ﬂi-ﬁarﬁm 1. This
ifedal'r-l‘t-lc . buil the pull was dramati-
ﬂgm‘tﬂef.! brm:h.l'l'mg a Honda

damping and go racing! It's also a
superh woekend fun wagon: it starts
easily, is good on five roads, is supple
on humps and you can gear it to the
moon for big speeds. It holds plenty
of fuel and will lagl years. We may
call it the “old air hammer," but a
new chazzis, legs and brakes give
the WRAODZB gomelhing it never
hiad before: style and function. DR

sidepanels to prevent wear on the
turquoise seat. There are alao the
sume cutouts 8o vou can grab and
hift the rear of the bike without eut-
ting your hand on the edge of the
riear fender,

A reshaped seat base is 1hmm
higher and improves airflow inta the
airbox. To prevent water and debris
from getting to the filter, however,
¥amaha aemibaffled the air intake

PHSERZE.

Big fandings with big guys abeard are
atigorbed wall, affhough e suspen-
sien [2 a illle too soft for a pro
motacrogser. in the deser the WR's
sugpension is plush and resisis bol
toming, It could use & amall skid plate
for rock riding,
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