The WRSOOZE's feel s worlds revioved
fraom the YZ4604. The WH feels fighter,
siimmar and more responaive o
Irreginiar thed.

High-tech, back-to-
basics big-bore

amaha’s venerable, but aged,

Y2490 wasn't ineluded in their
1951 press kit. The Y2 is still popular
among riders who prefer an air-sealed
bike, bast it can no lenger compete with
the Honda CRS00, the Kawasaki
FX500 or KTM 500; stifl, we were sad-
dened to see the demise of another
Here machineg.

However, Yamaha wasn't axing the
Open bike, just keeping their plans a
secret Bo surprise their dealers, It
seoms that there's still reom for the
48{1's alr-cooled motor in Yamaha's pro-
duction line. Until now, riders who
wanted an air-cooled machine were
forced o sacrifice leading-edge chassis,
handling, suspension and brake tech-
nology. For those riders, there's great
newa! After studving the market for
the 490, Yamaha has opted o update
the chassis, choosing a direction that
waonldn't alienate riders still interested
in the built-in versatility of & stabls,
air-coaled 500

MAJOR MOTOR FACE-LIFT
There have been many YEZIframed!
480-cngined hybrids: Broo Glover's
1988 U5, (P bike, Dan Ashcraft's 1988
off-road recers, Mike Stahlman’s 19809
Open Pro class AMA Amateur Nation-
al Motoocross Championshlp winner
and, more recently, the 250chpssised
YZ45H) that Doug Dubach piloted for
his upset win over Joehnny O'Mara at
the Mammath Mountain motocross.
However, Yamaha didn't just stick
the 400 motor in a Y7250 chassis. In-
stead, on the WRBMEZB they experi-
mented with engine location, linkages,
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1991 YAMAHA WR500Z8

Yamaha's new WRSMIF look e
sitrengths of the ofd YZ450, then
remadied most of the 400°s faws. it
should be Mhe parfect all-round
Open-classer,

Moving around an [he maching s aasy
as Mere is nothing 1o snag the fder. The
fank i narrow at the seal byl widér than
e 450 neaT e fork

carburetor siee and gearbox ratios, &s
well as new porting and different
pipes. This WR-Z has been thoroughly
compelition tested in the deseri for at
least three years

Major changes for the motor include
n smaller carb for more low-rpm pow
&F, & Dew compression ratio and com-
bustion chambser shape to eliminate
pinging and steel motor mount plates
tir reduce vibration, The chassis has
slightly different geometry than the
WER2G0ZB, a smaller, less damage-
prone front dise rotor and & completely
removable sublrame.

After riding the new 500 we wore
pleased to find that the good paints of

The 500 dim-a-wheeile tractabiify and
Syl guapansion e fechnical
phetacles such i ME ciff clirmb inlo
rnoarills,

the old 490 motor still exist. The
grunty, heavy-Mlywheseled motor has
more bottom-end power than ever,
thanks to the #mm smaller $8mm M=
kunl, and the engine's upper revs are
as strong as ever. The same type of
cluteh cable found on the new YZs alsa
makes the 500'= ciutech pull highter
than earlier models. ¥Yamaha kept the
samo gearbox nnd ratios, 80 the shift-
ing is a little chunky but workakble

FAMNCY LEGS

Yamaha opied to give the 500 = owe
suspension valving for off-road rding,
and during the short Lime we had with
the machine, the suspension felt ems

PHITDE ML SR



To add fo s sliresdy considerabie
igh-speed sfabiity Yamaha gave the
WH & it mora rake than the ¥Z250's
ciasebs, ol if St hrrng vevy ol After
fackiing & rufted downhill e S00 sl
dropped easiy info this Nftle sand furr,

This ix & fork that the YZ400 needed
badly. Valved for a wider range of
conditions Huwt ihe moltocroes-omly YIS,
It feafures £3awm (ubes, 8 cartridge
design and fully adiustable camping.

tremely plush in off-road situations
and=as you would expect—a bil aoft on
the molocross track. Even with the sus-
pension’s off-road character the new
WH-£ 18 a8 far better molocross mg-
chine by accident than the old YZ450
was by design. To be competitive, the
WR-Z only nesds an optional emaller
tank, although the stock tank is no
farger and a lot mare stroamlined than
somne aftermarket units

The 5 feels light for an Open-class-
&r; it's nimble and well suspended. The
440's weaknesses—{rame and suspen-
gion flex, pandorous steering and poor
FCAT SUSP=TSI06n action—are EOne

Although the old Yamahs Open-

Yamaha's WA off-roac-lined Suspansion
prefers [0 suck up obslacles ke rocks,
bt it also enables you fo loft off them
to clpar ofhers.

and

A gmalier carb, fowear
hesd mods updale the reliabis

pawer plant, The fank holds over three
ganiong, and ihe nkage mafcies e
YZ250°% bl If worke @ shock with
off-road walving,

The rear disc, improved and raiccated
and the maore modesn linkage

surroond the vanarabie mobor with

Aew-wave suspension and h.:nl:Ing.

Hitifng fhe face of this steep Uithe Rl
proves that the srspension @ wall
halsnced front to rear. The biks should
be a powarfl off-road weapon

Famaha's sireamiined bodywork with
imtagral Wt handles an the 500,
fog, byt the 500 afso hes 2 fully
remavabie subirame and 8
swirtgarm-maounied kicksLamd,

classer might not have been your
choice in the past, this new S may
be. The ¥YZ was a good all-arcund
Dpen-classer that was perfectiy at
home in any sort of compedition, but
anyvthing the YZ490 could do, the
WRS00ZB can do better,

At S4200 the WR 15 a little pricier
than the five-year-old 458, but some
suspension work and an accessory foel
tank for the 490 would price them darn
close, and with the WR voua're still way
ghoad on ergos, flex; handling and
brakes. This could very well be the do-
it-all, easy-maintenance bika you've
been wanting. Mow you can have your
simplicity and roost with it ton, DR
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