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produce momentum in onlimited amounts,
s making n pass is as easy as Twisting the

powd kandle. The massive piston goes
through iis stroke faster and while the
huoge crank tarms the inertia info iractable
forward thrusgt, The downside of this wao

derTul acoelermtionm is Hial molochoss tracks
have turns and such sprinkled all over them

That pwesome inertia built by the mass
crank acts as o gyroscope, fighting any at-
temipls B0 slow down or even change
direction.

This puts mare load on the suspension
sk brrakes than smaller bikes and puts aeone
of & premium on ease of rading. 1t's a fact
that 5005 tire & rider more than 2% and

1245, because of the weight and MTywheel ef-
fect, bt thar bursi of holeshot-getting,
knchby-shredding power mak all worth-
while. Therefors, the mamufacturess have
Ireen striving o keep thae rocket-like acceber-
arion ond make the missle sy 0 ride
Which e the mosi homeswork for
927 That"s what we're here o bearn!
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SO0 MOTODCECROSSE SHOOTOLIT

POWER PFLAY

Last year we put the CR, KX and KTM
on the Race Tech dyno, and the KTM came
out on top, producing a couple of more
horses than the KX and CR. However, dy-
nos don't tell you how a bike works on Lhe
track. The KTM wouldn't shift, so s pow-
er was negated. This year we used the Hanes
dyneis Tor sear-of-the-pants impressions, The
CRS00 may not produce the most power,
bt it delivers thie besr power, 1t builds stend.-
ily from the basemment and climbs quickly
through the midrange to n foce-swallowing
top-end. Some test rders feln the KX had
e on top, but the Kawasaki builds revs
much more showly than the CR, or even the
K'TM8. Throtthe response is quick on the
Honda, 50 8 blip of the throttle will have
you missing bumps that the KX and WH
skam right inbd. Theat means a ol as the moio
winds down.

Second goes 10 the much-improved KT
S00 motor. Tt revs almost as quickly and
smoothly as the CR but desssn’t feel quite
s criap. KTM, perhaps, smootbed the lower
revi out koo much, because most riders com-
plained of having 1o rev the ke maore than
the others, Kawasaki takes a chose thind, The
top-emil 15 eye-watering, for sune, but it revs
kike: it ws buile by Tohn Deere The WR revs
Hlke there s & tomorrony, but it°s in oo -
ry to get there. All OF its power |s on top—
fi"s just hard 10 get there. Combine that wilh
horrid jesting and more pinglag than all the
sonar used in all of World War [T, and vou'll
quuickly realize the WERS00 motos isn't much
fun. It"s fast, but not fun.

LIFE WITH THE MILLS

Honda naot only produces the best psow-
o1, bt its motor is the sweetest in every ollwer
respect. Ciear ratlod, shifting and eheich feel
are wesome. 1ts the easiest bike 10 st and
doesn't vibrate obscenely. Kawasaki is sec-
ond with a light clutch and good ratias, b
sotne filers complaised of too-1all overall
gearing, nodchy shifting and exesaive vibri-
tion. Clsers whined about stalling, despiie
considerably more flywheel effect than the
Honda,

Third place in the table-manners compe-
tiriom goes to the KTM, due maosthy to o too-
loww first gear and a clutch that drgs on the
line, The Kaboom starts sy —0noe wou gel
usad 1o the lever being on the lefi side—
doesn’t vibrate annovingly and has muoch-
improved shifting. We're talking smooth—a
first for big KThs! Mobody liked the WER
motor, It starts easily enough but we never
really wanied to start it, The motor vibrates
and blubbers and piags and shifts poorly—
all on the way to the sarting line. Chiich en-
gagernent foel is mise, but the effort requined
is emcessive. Also, the exhanst note and ring-
g fing are dealfening.

FORE AWARDS

Ot of the crate, the CR and WR forks
are oo soft, Don't léave your lecil dealer-
ship with either of these bikes before hav-
ing the opticnal heavier springs (see sadebars
{ior set-up mformation) installed (some deal-
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Whaen push comes to showe. which is the
wifimate 500 for mobecross and suUper
Cross, o is thene swch an animal?

erd will swap them out with just a slighd
labor charge), Even with stilfer springs and
the ultimate oil kevel, neither the CR nor the
WR comn towch the KX fork, right out of the
crafe. The KX fork is incredible. 1t stroked
s0 smaath and Festhery that ouwr lest faders
slammed things harder and harder, 1o the
point where speciators cringed in horror,
The fork could easily be bottomed by a pro
bt didn't do anything remoicly considered
ugly.

B‘lf'u:u:n]:-al'euiu:u the KX, everything else leh
on the harsh sde. The stiffened WHRS00 fork
takes second overall; it transmits harshness
to the rider on hardpacked braking bumps
but feets pood everywhere else, Likewise, the
modified CR fork ransmits braking bumps
to the rider, bui not nearly as severely as the
slock fork. The stock KTM tikes a close
fourih, It really shines on hasdpack and is
a hupge Improvement over past White Pow .
er umits, but bottoms way (oo moch on big-

ger jumps. Om smooth, st imcks, ics good:
on supercross-style tracks stiffer springs and
sellings ané o must.
SH{MCK YALLUE

Mo amount of clicker clicking or sag set-
ting could make any of the $00s as plush as
the KX50). The KX shock soaks up cvery-
Uirig withanid 3 whimgper, and it doesn't bot-
Lom o skip of act up in any way. Balance
with the fork i5 escellent, too, Yamaha's
shock comes in second, It doesn't do any-
thing poorly, but it"s not as plush on brak
ing bumps @& the KX, cspecially on
hardpack. The Honda not only transmits
sharp impacts o the rider, it also skips
around, especially on hardpack. The KTM
ke Toisrth. Iis White Power shock feels
great on hardpack bul its spring rate is 4o
St for riders under 163 pounds, and it has
a weird tendency 1o stand up in the middle
of a bermed corner in soft terrain. Slowing
the rebound doesn’t help.

Oiverall, the KX is the hands-down sus-
pension king. 11's not perfoc —some riders
complain of it being fee mushy —bual it's
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i ir's ght, namow, and mose Mickabie than
a Bic lighter. then it must be the Honda

the best Open-class suspension on the track,
from Maine 10 Hawaii. Second goes to the
WRH00, afver you stiffen the fork a fad,
Third owerall goes tothe Honda, KTM isin
the hunt, too, but is still got & defuile ini-
balanced, Furo feel.
RRAKE TIME

Last wvear Honda won the braking
catepory ensily. This vear, Honda improved
the CRE00's brakes, while the KX and WER
are unchanged. Guess who has the best

SN MODOTDEOROSS SNODTDLIT

brakes? |f you overshoot a turn on ihe Hon-
da, maybe your mental throitle retwrn
spring is sacked oul, The CR's brakes are
pheromenal, on any track surface, in both
power and feel at the levers, Yamaha has
sore strong binders on both ends of the
WREN, and that's pood, because il"s oqe
of ihe heavier 500s on the track. We also
liked the Yamaba Accessory shorly brake
lever, Kawasaky didn't give the RXHX o
Tesating fromt disc like the 250 and 125 have,
and some riders were less than impressed
with the squeaking, weak front brake on the

d KX. The rear i3 plenty strong. thoogh.

ETM's brakes requite more effort Lo
manipukine bat get the job done at both
emds,

TURNING & TWITCHING

It's no big secret that handling is & com.
promise  between carving agility “and
stralght-line stability, especially on holketer
SO0 two-strokes, Hondas sisce Day (e
have cocnered grear—even when you aant-
ed to go strmight. The "92 CHS00—you
puessed it—headshakes like o hownd dog in
tick semion, 11 wot s bad this year, bt it
will still scare wou on hardpack, The KTM
i the apposite—it will make you feel like
a hero-on hardpack and like & 2éroin lgam,
where it has the disorienting habit of trv-
ing to stand up haliway through a rutted or
rough turn. We couldn’t quite figures out it
il wag the top-end power and awesome
hesokup overriding the suespension (rememe-
Ireet, biberiia os the S00's kand puppet] or just
weird feedback from the "6is, when KTMs
were called Pentons,

Splitting the CR and KTh, we have the
BRA00. Tt hobds is line well encugh, inras-
pedd sweepers and hairpans alike, and ismore
stable than the family wagon ab spesd. Num-
ber crunchers did & great job on the K500
chsdis, excepi they designed the ergomsm-
bes for Lurch from The Addams Sy, We
know how Larry Roeseler and Wasdy ride
SE—they don't put ther feet down a
whobe lot. The KXS00 ix a hg motoscycie

e

The KX 't tractor-like mofar is handy for
moing berms and such out of hanm's way,
and the sispension is the ulftimale i
Open-class ground-control,

and, combined with the skow-revving mo-
tor, wou alam o a lof of things that the
CR and KTk foat right over with a blip
of the throttle

The same ugly locomotive feel surmousds
the ¥umaha Hie coal srpoke. The bike is sus-
pended well enough and 1urns shirp enough
und tracks straight enough (make that foo
siraighth, bt ir phows into things & CR rider
niever norbices. The maobor revs slowly, mak-
img ¥ou work more to preload over things.
That"s only when thse's beauconp traction,
though—when s dov and slick, the WRS00
iz really easy 1o ride &1 a competifive pace,
much like the KX 50,

~ FEAR FACTOR

Honda headshake was the only fearful
complaint the CR recsived, bul mos! loved
everything else so much they swid things like,
“The fark danced 2 bit ** Sousds Bhe s A
daie, =h® Nobody seemed scared of the
WHSHO either, except for the rider who
thought the top-end would grenade at any
mmsment, sending sheapnel into his high-
dollar knee braces.




KTM has a surprising, aimost-perfect mo-
tor and not-so-perfect suspension, but the
500 SX is held back by gearing ard cluich
TR

On hardpack, e KTM rider was one
with no fears or distractions, but thal weind
mnid-rut hoogiloo had many riders looking
for a new dance partner in loam or saned,
The KX 5K didn't draw any complainis—a
few tractor jokes, maybe, but nobody had
ti b eluct-taped 1o the Bake, o miatter where
WE WETE,

BITS & PIECES

® Hwery tester complained abouat the low-
bov pipe on the KTM burning his leg or a1
least getting in the way on lefi-hand turns,

* Some riders complained of their right
boot catching on the WES's pas tank and
on the KTM's kel side panel.

= The CR, KX and WE have guides for
the tranny and carh venl Lubes, 1o keep them

sy frome the suspension linkage, where
sodvents conld diluie the gremse and cause
all soris of expensive ugliness, KTM zip-tics
{15 hoses oot of harm's way,

& (On 4 tahletop, & small rock got sacked
inite the countershall, causing the WEK's
chain to demil and deeply gouge 1he cluich
mechanism case. This could heve happened
1 the other bikes, but the fact is that it
didn'L.

» When the KTh fork bottoms, the tire
smacks the fromt fendes, dissracting the
rider,

* The hapdlebars on the KX500 are saepd
hack too farand foo wide, Suzuki bend bars
el much berter.

= Yumaha sells accessory bever grip pads
and a shorty brake Jever for the WR. Both
make life sagies.

# 1f you don't eut the top off your KTM
girbax, it draws dirty air mbo the right-aide
Inmlet, where it has a direct shot o1 the
Hlter/box junction. Cirit can and will work
il way IRl VOur motar

» The Honda and Kawasaki come with
K4Sl front and K6%S rear Dunlops, some
of the best all-around MX tires going. The
KTM's K372 Dunbops are great on sofl ter-
rim bt grim on hardpack, and o are the
WR's ED Grirtvs,

® Wi Jost three lefi-side s=at bolis from
the WHS00, The KTM lost iz silencer
rwsinting bobt, That's 4 slight improvement.
Last vear the KTM silencer moun kept
brcaking.

#® The CCRS500's silencer rubs the rear tine
sametimes, but we haven't heaird of it caus-
ing aiky crashes or fxilures.

AND THE WINNER IS . ..

It's twitchy all right, and if has a tenden
o 10 slew sideways when traction i bad, but
the CREK is the most responsive, eayy-10-
nide, even-powered 500 mitocrosser. The
suspension is bearable with shght
modifications—a first on an Open-class
Honda—bui everything else is s sweet it"s
hard 10 do better. Besides, who needs marsh-

g iF e Pl
Evan gur pro-level pest dders didnt 1T go-
ing for doubles o the Yemahs, bocause
Ite mrotad faver wanied fo nan cleandy.
Ewerything efee was sncmilent.

meallow suspension if vou float over most
of the bumps, amreay? If you race exchi-
sively at hard clay tracks like Carlsbad nmad
DeAnza, the KX might be & better chaice,
but the CRS00R is the king of the 500s
everywhere that dossn’t look like it just
came oul of a potter’s Kiln.

Close behind we have the KXS500, 1§ has
suspension w0 good you feel like you're in
a mattress commercial, and the motor builds
revs like & train in a spaghettn western, sd
the bake never does anyihing unprediciable,
The KX does everything elee well but has
a distinct wide-body feel, like s WRMN with
kwve-hamdles, 1t's also geared tall enough to
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SHOOTOLULT

peel vour evebrows nght off of your face
Hoy all means, buy a 91 instesd, if your deal-
or §1ill has ome. Theres no differsnce, except
for stickers and the price

It gets really tough from here, but we're
el abot 1o oo ot now. The W R 300 bare-
Iy edges out the Katoown For therd. Tt leas bel-
ter suspension than the Honda and KTM
and better brakes than the KX and K'TM,
The WR also handles better than the KTM
but makes more navise Than the ot Thiee
bikes combined. The pir-oeoled Y2490 mo-
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bor shioald lsive besn ladd o rest long ago,
bt ¥armaha keeps deflecting the slver bullst
thit would end s lermunally I.-.||'|:'3I!:|np:.
plnging, burbling life. We don't know which
thought B scarier—whether they have &
warchonss full of maotors left over from the
"B, o are “*new"” motors being rolled off
of assembly lines Ge we speak?

k. Thi has buili the exact opposite of the
WRS, It has a killer mator (0 search of
& chassis. The KTM headshakes some and
trigs to spit s palar inno Kansas on occa

- — =

son, but don't most Open bikes, on & bad
dav? [t has good snap, like the Honda, and
bugs hardpack like Dale Earnhardt's Luami-
na, but it glso has the bulkest pip-: and
worsi-feeling chutch this side of "5 En-
gland, If the KTM cost $326 fess than the
competition, these things could be overcome
engerly by pirwer-Rungry mololende Al
$326 miove than the CR anid KX, the Kutoom
will e the ehobce of those who want 1o be
different, and out of the KX/CR main-
BLrESIT, *



T899 S00cc MOTDCROSES TECMH INSPECTION

* Honda made only = andiul of chanpss
i e S0 For "92 bt the opdiates nake for
& different-feeling, differeni-looking
CRIM, The big CR got & loAger silencer.
People a1 Honda say it boosts power and
softens the poweer defivery. Lighmer rims belp
the suspension work a e better. A new,
myare powerful fmont brake with berter feel
replaces base year's excelbent disc sgueszer,
Flusrescent red bodywork-and a tiny Hon-
da emblem on the frame hackbone forward
of the tank distingudsh the 92 from previ-
ous Homdas amd any other sensibly sovled
machines, Mew triple clamps grab o new
compresson- and rebound-adiastable Fork
wilh 4mm more travel than the "W fork.
Eake i up one-enth of o degree from "9
and there"s two-lenths of an inch more trall,

Wi wanted a plusher ride Trom the new
CR fork, which sl is larsh Compared 1o
the KX Kasabas, 50 we tossed the 038.kg
springs for stiffer (udi-kg colls and dropaped
thie oal bevel to 130mm with the clickersset
at 3412 (comp./reb, our from full docke.
wise), Set sieg at Wmm and turn the shock
rehound oot one click, o fight packing.

Jurtiping the WREGE is much ke tha KX—it has a noutrai chassis,
great suspension, girthy midsection and a siow-revving moion
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* Technologicalty, the new KXS0Fdoes have
one adviantage over s competilors-—it his
& power valve, the magke device that gives
gesnd bow-end amdl top-end power, if dong
right. Too #1 AMA National plares prove
Kawaspki did it right. The KX haso't chan-
pedd much in vears, though, 1t doesn’t have
the perofieder frame that the other KXs,
tight down to the KXH0, hawe., 1 doesn’t
cven hove a fieating front brake dise like the
02 K X258 and 125, The KX 30 docan's ger
any changes this year because {8 isn'l o hig
seller. There are anly so many people who
can handle, o want to handle, o S00¢C -
srroke. hawasaki’s resources aren's unlinil-
el soanost of the rsearch and developaen
every year goes thto the 250 and 125, Whai
il dinss bave are new stickers,

Wi fede the bilke was fat ofT of the bottom,
S0 WE WERL Sown one size on the pilor and
Eeamisd the newdle position & notch, Big fas
ginys will want heavier fork springs, bul we
lefr well enough alone, feeling the KX S00
was race-ready right out of the crare, mak-
ing it the leasi-expensive raceable machine
it this shootoul, =

= Folbmwing KTM's miccess with Mike Figh-
er and the "91 230 in AMA Supescros, the
Austrians - decided (0 ghve theit whole
metoceess line the “SX'" designation, We
don’t know that a whobe kol of themn will ever
see the inside-of g stadium, but KTM pa
a lot of effort ings the "92 500 5%, 11 god the
same swingarm, linkige and rear wheel the
250 uses, plus all of tee suspension clianges
of the sualler Kalooms, The White Power
fork 14 lrger {5Tmm upper begs) and has a
rew seabod canridecdamper systent with in-
creased ol capacity, Major changes have
been miide to the shook, too, to fight arsh-
mees il fadimg, New Dupbop T52s grace
bath Excel rimes,

KTM alio masaged the mator incoan of-
Forl do sk §F ensier 0 ride—and shilt.
Thicker reeds; & 3T mm Eellddn card wmd mew
porting ame mcnded to produce more top-
el power with more Jow-end and a
smaother midrange. We never were hurting
for more poaer from the big Katoom, but
we didd rant aned mve a lot abour the nochy
shifting, so KTM sddressed thal with @ to-
tally mew shifi-drom design.

The KX has the sweslest motor and suspension hor predicts-
Bibe [Taghl Dime, B it s aifso the Tangesr bike of (8 class, S0 Gor-
recifons don’t come aasily,



KT iechnicians il the tog of our alr-
b, because thisy lsave found that the filter
stays cleaner when it desws alr From under
the seat, and throttls response is enhanged
i bl Realising most 300 riders are helty
sonts, KTM set wp the SO0 For the 170- 10
Hul-posders. The standard fork spring is
wsedd, bt fewy ol b orum (etock e 138,
ours had 133mm) o fght harshness when
the clickes ix cranked 1o the [sardes posiiions:
KTM recommends that riders undsr D65
presimiels e thee sofler shock spring, and that
evervons lube (he clutch cible relignouesly, *

YAMAHA WR500

& The WE engine is the sane a5 the obld
Y2490 enging 1s color i chonged, the com-
bustion: chamber i reshaped, the carb is
Zmm smaller and the pipe & different,
Yamaha added a lighting coil. just in case
vou wint to boll on'a headlight. Most
motocrossers don't. Deapite all that, it's
really the same maodsor, H you liked Hie 490,
you'lE like the WK, 1T vou didn't, you won't

The rest of the bike is completely difter-
ent. The [ork 14 sinilar to the " gnd "92
Y E2HY fork, and the shock and finkags all
are 250 stufl. Framewise, the WR mue have
bepun bife in s fisd protofype as.a Y2250
frame, bui it evolved intoits oomn entity. The
fork angle i less steep (20,3 v 27.57) and

Massive motor mods help the KTAM 500
considarably. it's a blast fn cornars, bul
sowme riders complained about it trying o
sland up in mid-lum.

= Dgspite the slowesl-sheanng ge-
ometry, the Honda feals the quickest
through comaers, with the help of a crisp
motor and thin chassis.

there are vanous gussets wd brackess {hat
the 230 docsn’t have. The Teel tank is moa-
strous, holdmg 3.4 gallome, It hos o be
big-~ihe WR has o mainper the sze of Ari-
ronats Meteod Cralet,

Yamiha markets the WR as a dualk
purpose bike—an off-rosd slod that can be
mtociossed cccasionally—buat il needy o
Bitile work to make it mow-ready. The siock
jeftang ks oo rich, w0 2o (0 g 440 main and
35 palot. Gearing b a tad all, so Yamahs
recdmmenicds 4 one-tooth-smaller counler-
shaft sprocket (@ 130, Yamaha set wp the sus-
pension for off-road plushness, so the fork
12 i lirtde g0 [or molocross croncher lang-
ings. W wenid oo o 0.40-kg spring with the
wtandard ofl Bzt ) 20 ) aannd wend m e
chick on rebound, o offsel ihe heavier
spring. Sel sap ol 9Toem. Adus, T your ride
on hardpack, the ED Gritly Knobs ane foo
till and tend to roll. We switched to the rear
tere foa & Pridgesione M22 boi vsed the
stock front tire for hardpack. Yamaha akao
offers a works pipe (FIT9.95) that wdds fog-
end and smoaths oot the midrange burst a
bit, We pui it on, making the WH easily the
MOEE B Ensive bike 1 this coamparisan,
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