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out by Canta Mar sand dunes in Baja, Mexico,

Honda's TR gets power from a 491oc motor; #s major
change for "93 is & revised gearbox, with slightly wider
mtios berween the two top gears for added versatilny, The
Showa mespension received updates front and rear 1o further
smoath ol the ride,

Like all four bikes in this shootout, the Honda starts well,
but requires n finm kick. Big pluses are the CR's smoath,
broad power spread and excellent carburction—it never det-
onated of mizsed a beat durmg the

strong and progressive on
the track, tended to be a lit-
the touchy on the trail

The other motocross
bike, Kawasaki’s KX300,
wionild win the ¢lass horse-
power award if judged by
scat-of-the-pants impres-
sions alone. lis 499ce
mtor comses on softly, but
the midrange and top-ead
ire something w be reck-
oned with: especially for
Movice and Intermediate
riders, If there 1z room
eiough fo Reep the KX on
the pipe, it will pull away
from all but the KTM. On
the motocross track, the
kX 15 0 close second to the
CR in handling and suspension, I's just as stable as the
Honda, but won't hag the inside line nearly as well. The
fromt brake was good, if not & strong as the CRs, but the
rear unit becomes exceedingly grabby when hot, squeaking
and locking-up the rear wheel if not uded delicatchy.

Cif-road riding on the KX is best dong i wide-open
arcas, where the bike's power can be better appreciated. 1t is
not withowt good reasom that KX S(H-mounted teams havi
cleaned-up in Bajn desert races. While the Honda and

test. O MX tracks, the power
was & perfect blend for hooking
ap on slippéry or tacky surfaces,
and pulling on long straights: Its
oniy shorcoming was-a flat top=
end, which meant the CR rder
Tuael to shar-shift for best resalts,

Suspenson-wise, the CR was the
clear winmer for MoleCross use,
Fork and shock alike absorbed
satall bumps, yet still had the
required resistanee to botoming
off sky-shot jumps, Stability was
great, and the CR was the tighicst
mrmes of the bunch, ablé o knife
mms like a good 250,

As smooth as the Honda's
powerband scemed on the track,
st on the trail at slower speeds,
the motar was a little too potent. A
goidd rider can siay on top of the
CR on tight trails, but both the
Yamaha and KTM were less tir-
ing, Slldillg fircronds on the CR

Wwasn'l 85 easy as on the ather

bikes, and i1s suspension belied its motocross hesitage, tend-
ing to feel a litle harsh and transferring more jolis o te
rider at playbike speeds.

At those slower velocitics, we werg able 10 eke oot abou
b0 miles from the commendably narrow, 2.4-gallon fuel
tank, though a rider intent on making time will be down 1o
fumes 1n 34 or 30 miles, A3 we've come 1o expect from
Honda, the CR's componentry was generally excellent,
althowgh the phistic scratches easily in crashes and the non-
O-ring chiun necded frequent adjustments compared o the
Oring chains fited o the KTM and Yamaha The brakes,

Yamaha feel more 250-like in size. the Kawnsaks, along
with the KT, has a distinct big-hike feel, even with its
smallish, 2.6-gallon fuel tank. During trail riding, this is a
hindrance, and although the motor’s smoaoth low-end power
15 a plus, taming the KX's explosive shift into its power-
making mode is ot Tor the out-of-shape or Tacking-in-expe-
rience. Not helping on tight trils is a first gear that, like the
Homda's, 15 a litthe tall

For mders not primarnily imercsicd in the cut-and-thrast of
MX competition, the Yimaha WESD0 and the KTM 530 are
patural draws, with their large fuel 1anks and convenient




kickstands {the CR and KX
come with prop stands
only)y. The KT even has a
dpark arrestor as standard
equipment.

A lol of people might call
the awr-cooled Yamaha WR
outdated, but it established
a sohid placing in this
shootout. Though it looks
almost fdentical to the
¥ L£490 motor that debuted
almost 0 docade ago, the
WER powerplant has benefit-
ed from a host of minor
changes, Sull, if feel alone
were used 1o judge horse-
power, the WHR waild lose.
Is powerband feels broad
il torquey, but not all that
strof. Yet, surprisingly, the
WER wias dead-even with the
CR300 in all types of drag-
race, top-apeed and roll-on
comparsons. [t juss didn’t feel that fast. Cwerall, the power
delrvery was extremely controllable in trail sitnations, only
matched by the KTM. Besng aircooled, the Yamaha motor
was mechanically louder than the hree wisler-pumpers, and

more than one test nder commented that if he could ignone
the momse, and if the gearbox were a little léss notchy, ihe
motor would be near-perfect. For non-
Experts, this was definitely the best all-
around engine,

Yamaha set-up the WR with frail riding
in mind, and the bike clearly has the best
suspension here for slower riding. This 1s
i supercross bike, and even during the
less intense handlebar-banging thar goes
on in Vet motocross, for example, turning
the WER required a litile work, Take the
effort 1o shde forward onto the tank and
point the bike where you want it to go, it
responds well. Get lazy, and it's less
cooperative,

Away from the rck, though, il riding
15 the WR's high point, with a plush ride
likedd by all our tesiers. The motor's prodi-
gious torque pulls the bike through the
tonghest situations and its spikeless horse-

WEr curve 15 easy fo modulate, Shiding
ireroads, the WR ranked a close second to
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the KTh. A slight drawback is that the WTR has a layout that
tended to cramp larger riders, though a higher-bend handle-
bar would quickly cure that The bike comes with a 3.4-gal-
lor fueld tank that hides 115 bulk well. The sidepanels bulge
slightly 1o meet the ok, but after a short time on the bike,
this wasn’t noticeable, A guality O-ning chaim was basically
maintenance-free, and the WR's brakes rank mght up there
with the Honda's.

KTM decided bigger 15 better when it enlarged the MIXC
from a 5060 i 4 3340, but that doesn’t mean the Bike 1% 3 bru-
tal, ancontrollable beast. In fact, the KT is a pussycat,
nlbert one with big, sharp tecth. Fast and friendly is & good
description af the Austnan-built moter For the record, in
every drg mee, motocross starl or roll-on we did, the KTM
plain walked away from the oiher three bikes,

Fuor trail riding, the powerband is smooth and pre-
dictable, with tons of forgue. Matched with a wide-ratio,
five-speed gearbox that has a stump-pulling first gear and
a [ifih cog thar loves firernads, this could be the ultimate
off-rond motor for horsepower freaks, pulling long and
hard in each pear. As one of our MX fesiers sad, “This
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The brute of the bunch, the
KE500°s potent powerplant has
baen proven in national molocross
recos and grualing Baja compedl-
tian, it kept the KX close lo the
Honda during the MX portion of
this comparo. 4 careful throltle
hand s a good friend to this motor.

bike will get many holeshots,™

Unfortumately, the rest of the bike doesn’t quite live up to
the motor. The suspension is let down by a White Power
fork thal jars the rider on sharp hits, Turning the KTM was a
low point for test riders. Tnitizlly, the fivk is wo sofl, then
hits & mid-stroke harshness, making it difficalt to hold a line
im NS, A ré-valving 15 definitely moorder. At least the reay
suspension 15 better, with a very plush feel, cspecially on big
landings or in rolling whoops,

Most of our testers didn't care for the bulky 3.2-gallon
fuel tank that doubles as a radiator shroud, though the scal
and sidepanels are acceptably thin. KTM has a smaller
tank and conventional radiator shrouds as an option For
those who wanl a thinner bike for motocross. The 550
M/XC's footpegs Teel as if they are 100 far back, and the
handiebar position ix 4 little high. This was especially
noticeable after jumping off one of the other bikes onto 1he
KTM. though all of our riders adapted after a fow minutes
of saddle time. Front stopping power was a littic off the
pace, The rear was ag good as any of the other three,
though it was kard for some 1est riders to find the pedal.
The bike's O-ring chain was tough and didn't need to be
adjusted nfter mitial stretching.

There are two distinet winners in this comparison test, 1T
vl are strictly & molocross racer, then the best chowee is the
Honda. The Kawasaki is a close second, followed by the

For Opan-class motocross use, the
CRS00 molor Is as good as it gets,
For enduro/piaybike riding, a heavy
sftermarkel Nywheel would be a
good call. Fitling off-road lights will
be fougher: Only the Yamaha
comas with a lighling coil.

Yurmuha, The KTM pgothered poor marks here for its Lack-
luster suspension and handling.

If trail riding is your bag, then take a hard look at the
Yamaha, The simplicity of bolting an old, air-cooled motor
mie & modem chassis has its appeals, especially when the
resull ¢ 4 plavbike that works ac well as this. The WR
would be even more appealing if priced a few hundred dol-
lars less than the competition. Even with it old-tech engine,
the WRMH costs 544%%—compared to 34399 for the
Kwwasaks and 54349 for the Honda

We would choose the KTM second for trail riding. At
$4749, i1 is a listle pricey, bt it°s hard not 10 be seduced by
that velvetl sledgehammer of an engine. The Hondn and
Kawasaki are 100 close 1o call in the trail-nding category.
Both will get the job done, and both can be tailored more for
play riding with help from the aftermarker.

More tncky to call is the pick for best all-around bhike
All four bikes have their strong points, all four have their
draowhacks, bt it comes down 1o a choice between the
Honda CRSU0 and the Yamaha WRS00, An Expert
motocrosser can lurn decent laps on the Yamaha, hat would
stand the best chance of winmng on the Honda, For trails
and play riding. u good nder will kave fun on the Honda,
but the Yamaha i3 1he better bike for the majority of riders.
Decide where wour off-road riding inierests lay, then make
your choice. =




KT’ 550 proves thi saying,
“There's no replacement for dis-
placameant. ” The mosd powsriul
angine hare, il also is the most man-
ageabile, Dropping the previous SEM
enduro ignition Tighting coil in favor
of a Metoplal matocross lignition
oifered better slarting.

KTh 550 M/XC

I the past Yamaha's big-bore two-
strokes have been plagued by det-
onation, buf we had no stch
problems aven running pump gas.
After 400 miles of hard testing, we
pulled the top end for Inspection
and found everything in arder.
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FAMAHA WRS0O

HONDA TRl EAWAS A BAS00 KTH S50 M, KC VAMAHA WSO




